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Self-guided bicycle tour Turkey and Rhodes:  

15-day trekking through southwest Turkey and  

on the Greek island Rhodes 2023 (DRFT213I) 
 

 

 

Our philosophy: active during the day, and in the afternoon a warm shower, a good meal 

and a comfortable bed in a small-scale accommodation. 

 

We invite you to join us! 

 

more information: www.annahiking.nl 
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About AnnaHiking 

In 1991 Anna and Fred from AnnaHiking visited Greece for the first time. Our love for the 

country, the culture, the climate, the food, the language and the Greek has grown ever since. 

We feel at home here and want to communicate this feeling to others. 

Many people are familiar with the Greek “islands with beautiful beaches”. Many islands also 

boast a splendid inland with quiet roads, ideal for biking. Rhodes is such an island with much 

more on offer than beaches alone, and we’d love to introduce it to you. The Lycian and 

Karian coast have many Ancient Greek elements and fit wonderful in our program. 

Our agent Eye4Cycling offers a wonderful biking tour through southwest Turkey and over 

Rhodes. They are professionals and we gladly place you in their care. 

The tour location 

 

 
 

General tour information 

During this biking holiday you’ll discover the best of 

Turkey and Greece (Rhodes). The landscape is 

amazingly green and the sea is really as blue as the 

pictures show you. The tours go along the sea and 

through the hilly inland and almost all culture-historical 

places of interest are on route. 

 The trip starts in southwest Turkey. The first 3 days 

you’ll stay in the cosy and typically Turkish harbour 

village Fethiye. Fethiye is alive summer and winter alike and is mostly known with the Turks 

themselves. It’s situated at a beautiful bay, surrounded by the foothills of the Taurus 

mountains and offers a local bazar with all kinds of little shops. From here you’ll make a 

couple of splendid hiking tours. 

 Then you’ll proceed from Göcek through a mostly flat area on quite roads along 

pomegranate orchards to the lively Dalyan. The river delta near Dalyan is protected nature 

area known for the Caretta caretta sea terrapins who deposit their eggs on Iztuzu beach. 

The last days of the Turkish part of the tour you’ll bike round the lake and stay overnight in 

Köycegiz with view on the lake.  

After this week you’ll sail by fast hydrofoil to the Greek island Rhodes, island of the sun god 

Helios, for the second part of your holiday. 
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In Rhodes Town you walk right into the Middle Ages: 

the impressive city from the time of the Crusaders is 

particularly well restaured. The first full day you may 

choose between an excursion to the picturesque islet 

Symi or a walk around Rhodes Town. On Symi you’ll 

visit both the Panormitis monastery in the south as the 

photogenic main town in the north. Sportsmen bring 

their bike to cycle back from south to north. 

You proceed to the east coast of Rhodes. Besides the 

golden beach of Afandou, the Turkish baths of Kalithea 

and the Tsambika monastery are the highlights of this bike tour, before the owner of the 

family hotel in Archangellos takes you under her wings. You’ll visit Lindos either by bike or 

public bus. This famous white village is splendidly situated on a double bay.  

 Embonas is the next destination, the wine village of Rhodes, situated on the slopes of the 

Ataviros mountain. You’ll find several free wine tastings. Past the castle of Kritinia you’ll 

cycle to Kalavarda on a marvellous biking route directly along the uninhabited coast. 

Kalavarda is a quiet village on the west coast, close to the historic village Kamiros. 

The last route is along the butterfly valley Petaloudes. Finally you’ll be taken to the airport of 

Rhodes for your flight home.  

Modular set-up: extensions 

The arrangement can be extended with free days in every accommodation.  

From Rhodes you may take the ferry or airplane to Athens and book one of the other 

AnnaHiking arrangements from there. We’ll gladly help you with the logistics. 

For all your wishes: ask for an estimate! 

About Lycia and Karia 

 Lycia is a mountaneous and wooded area along the 

south coast of Turkey. Most of it lies on the peninsula 

Teke, between the Gulf of Fethiye and the Gulf of 

Antalya. In ancient times the region was inhabited by 

the Lycians, later it became a Roman province. The 

Lycian Way, a long-distance path, follows the coastline. 

Near Kaunos you’ll find ancient rock graves. The 

capital used to be Myra, well-known in Holland for its 

bishop Saint Nicolas. 

Karia is situated north-east of Lycia. In ancient times the area was dominated by the Greek; 

although the Karian people were not Greek, they were heavily influenced by Greek culture. 

The most important town was Halicarnassus, nowadays Bodrum. Here stood the 

Halicarnassus mausoleum, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. 

About Rhodes 

Rhodes (Greek: Rodos) is a Greek island in the Egean Sea, part of the Dodecanese (“Twelf 

Islands”). With 1398 km² it’s the fourth eiland in size in Greece. It’s one of the most eastern 

islands, situated just a few kilometers from the Turkish mainland. The capital Rhodes Town 

is on the utmost northern point of the island.  

http://www.annahiking.nl/
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Rhodes has lots of sun hours per year and attracts lots of 

(beach) tourists. There are regular ferries to the Greek 

mainland, to other islands like Symi, Kos and Karpathos 

and to the Turkish mainland (Marmaris and Fethiye).  

There are both gravel and sand beaches. The gravel 

beaches are mostly in the west of the island, sandy 

beaches on the east near Faliraki. In summer a cooling 

sea wind blows in the west, but the east part is hot. The 

highest point is the summit of Ataviros, 1215 meters altitude. 

 According to the myths Zeus divided the world among the gods, but forgot to give Helios his 

share. Then Rhodes rose from the sea and was given to Helios, the sun god. The island was 

dominated by many different rulers until it was conquered from the Turks in 1912. Only in 

1948 it became part of modern Greece. 

The fauna and flora are more similar to those of the Turkish mainland than to the other Greek 

islands. The inland is mountaneous, sparsely inhabited and has many forests. A popular point 

is the Valley of the Butterflies (Petaloudes) where in summer thousands of butterflies 

assemble, mostly the Jersey tiger (Panaxia Quadripunctaria), a nocturnal moth. Also the 

Seven Springs (Epta Piges) and the archeological site Kamiros are worth a visit. 

The bicycle routes 

Most routes lead by paved roads with very little traffic. Some unpaved stretches, which are 

easily accessable with the hybrid bikes.  

  

The accommodations 

The accommodations are family hotels, often with swimming pool or close to the beach, or 

simple guest houses.  

Bookable (start days) 

You may book this tour from 22 April up until 15 October (last flight back 29 October). 

Start and finish of the tour: Dalaman / Rhodes. 

http://www.annahiking.nl/
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Prices per person 2023 including rental bike 

 single room  

travelling together 
double room travelling alone 

22/4 until 14/6  € 1580 € 1380 € 1765 

15/6 until 15/9 € 1655 € 1455 € 1840 

16/9 until 15/10 € 1580 € 1380 € 1765 

 

Note: 

- Price is per person, without flight, including the bike rent.  

- The dates apply to the departure day. 

- From January 1st 2018 in Greece an‘overnight tax’ is applicable. This tax has to be paid at 

check-in at your accommodation. The rates per room per night are: € 0,50 for 2*-hotels, € 

1,50 for 3*-hotels, € 3,00 for 4*-hotels and € 4,00 for 5*-hotels. 

MIND: this tour has different cancellation terms! 

If the arrangement is cancelled the traveller has to pay the following cancellation cost, apart 

from the due reservation cost: 

1. cancellation until the 42nd day (excluding) before the departure date: 25% of the tour 

price; 

2. cancellation from the 42nd day (including) up until the 28th day (excluding) before the 

departure date: 50% of the tour price; 

3. cancellation from the 28th day (including) up until the 21st day (excluding) before the 

departure date: 55% of the tour price; 

4. cancellation from the 21st day (including) up until the 14th day (excluding) before the 

departure date: 65% of the tour price; 

5. cancellation from the 14th day (including) up until the 5th day (excluding) before the 

departure date: 90% of the tour price; 

6. cancellation from the 5th day (including) before the departure date up until the departure 

date: 100% of the tour price. 

 

   
 

Included 

- 14 overnight stays in family hotels with en suite bathroom, including breakfast. 

- Hybrid rental bike. Surcharge for e-bike €100.  

- Luggage transfer and transfers from and to the airport. 

- Ferry boat Fethiye-Rhodes and transfer to hotel in Rhodes Town. 

- Multilangual contact on the spot. 

- Route descriptions and gps tracks for all routes (gpx format). 

- Road maps (handed out at pickup). 

http://www.annahiking.nl/
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Not included 

- Flight and insurances. 

- Visum for Turkey (around €20). You apply for a visum on https://www.evisa.gov.tr/en/.  

- In Greece: overnight tax (€0,50-€3 per room per night). 

- Lunches, dinners, drinks and other personal expenses. 

- GPS device. 

- Contribution to the guarantee fund GGTO. 

- Everything else not mentioned under “included”. 

Optional extras (if available, apply at booking) 

- GPS device with the tracks loaded: €50. 

- Helmet: €20. 

- E-bike in stead of hybrid bike: €100. 

The rental bikes 

Standard is a hybrid bike with at least 21 gears; at a surcharge you may opt for an e-bike. 

Both types are supplied with a repair set: 

- Spare tyre 

- Tyre repair set 

- Multitool 

- Chain and quicklink in case of broken chain 

- Bicycle pump 

- Chain lock 

   

Luggage 

Luggage is transported. 

On your bike you’ll take with you: provided reparation set, water (bidon), tools, waterproof 

clothing, if applicable swimming gear, camera and a first aid kit.  

 

 

http://www.annahiking.nl/
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Day to day 

(You can download the elevation profiles separately.) 

The altitude difference indicates the total amount of ascent. 

Day 1: Arrival in Turkey (DRF-01) 

  

You fly to Dalaman airport. Upon arrival you will be transferred in about 45 minutes to your 

accommodation in Fethiye.  

The first two days of your hiking holiday you’ll stay in Fethiye in a small-scale typical 

Turkish hotel of a hospitable Turkish family. Fethiye is situated on a lovely bay and circled 

by the lower Taurus mountains. Fethiye has a authentic centre, named Paspatur, where you’ll 

find all kinds of little shops and a real fish market. The original amphitheatre is restored and 

on the border of the town you’ll find Lycian graves in the rock. 

overnight stay: Fethiye 

Day 2: Circular pensinsula tour and/or farmland tour (DRF-02) 

 

 

 

Today you may choose from 2 different bicycle routes. The tour around the peninsula is a 

real gem with many azure blue bays and beach bars where you may relax with a refreshing 

drink. The beautiful coastal road meanders through the landscape and goes up and down. 

The farmland tour is a lovely route through the rural hinterland of Fethiye, where you cycle 

on small roads along the valley. Characteristic are the many authentic villages where time 

seems to have stopped. 

http://www.annahiking.nl/
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You may also combine both tours to make a more strenuous day. 

distance: 24km (peninsula) or 41km (farmland) 

altitude difference: 275m or 200m 

overnight stay: Fethiye 

Day 3: Green-valley tour (DRF-03) 

 

 

First you cycle along a bicycle path along the coast towards the beaches of Fethiye. On the 

seaside you may enjoy a coffee. 

Then you continue along orange groves and follow the river upstream into the valley. You 

may take lunch in a taverna on the border of the fast-flowing river. All products are home-

grown and the self-made bread and olives are a marvel on the palate. This really is Turkey at 

its best!  

distance: 37km 

altitude difference: 200m 

overnight stay: Fethiye 

Day 4: From Göcek to Dalyan (DRF-04) 

 

 

After breakfast you’re transferred in 30 minutes to the starting point of today’s biking route. 

You start with a descent. Then you’ll bike through a relatively flat area towards the lively 

Dalyan, situated on the river delta near Köycegiz lake.  

Near Köycegiz you may visit the Karyan rock graves. The river delta near Dalyan is a 

protected nature area known for the Caretta caretta sea terrapins that lay their eggs on the 

beach. 

Here you’ll stay for two nights in a guest house lovely situated on the river with views on the 

Karian rock graves. 

http://www.annahiking.nl/


DRFT213I: self-guided bicycle tour Turkey and Rhodes (15 days)  

 

www.annahiking.nl  9/13 ©AnnaHiking 

distance: 40km 

altitude difference: 400m 

overnight stay: Dalyan 

Day 5: Circular tour Dalyan or rest day (DRF-05) 

 

 

Today you have a couple of choices. You may cycle along the many pomegranate orchards in 

the vicinity of Dalyan. 

For an alternative program you may make a boat trip with visit to the beach of Iztuzu, the 

ancient city of Kaunos and the healing mud and sulphur baths on the border of the Köycegiz 

lake. 

You may also stay in Dalyan and relax at the pool or on the beach. 

distance: 30km 

altitude difference: 250m 

overnight stay: Dalyan 

Day 6: From Dalyan to Köycegiz (DRF-06) 

 

 

You leave Dalyan in northern direction and cycle through the rural countryside along old 

villages. The soil is very fertile and you’ll find many kinds of fruits. 

Köycegiz is a traditional Turkish town with some 19- and early 20-century historical 

buildings. On the square you’ll find the ‘Lion of Kaunos’, a statue that was brought from 

Kaunos to Köycegiz after illegal excavations. On Mondays there is a traditional market. 

Köycegiz is a marvellous place to stay and is situated on the likewise named lake. It’s hardly 

comprehensible that in the last years this place lost it’s popularity to Dalyan! 

distance: 40km 

altitude difference: 300m 

overnight stay: Köycegiz 

http://www.annahiking.nl/
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Day 7: From Köycegiz to Dalyan (DRF-07) 

 

 

Your last bike tour in Turkey takes you along the borders of the lake back to Dalyan. On the 

way you’ll pass villages like Hamitköy. At the beginning of last century these villages were 

inhabited by Indians, working in the fruit orchards. Many houses still show the wickerwork 

structure and are made by the Indian labourers. You cycle on quiet roads in a hilly area.  

The small ferry takes you across the river and then you cycle back to the hotel in Dalyan. 

distance: 35km 

altitude difference: 500m 

overnight stay: Dalyan 

Day 8. Transfer to Fethiye and ferry to Rhodes (DRF-08) 

  

You’ll be transferred to Fethiye and there you’ll board the ferry to Rhodes. The trip is around 

2½ hours.  

You’ll be transferred to your first hotel in Rhodes Town. You’ll stay overnight in a splendid 

old hotel in the old town. 

overnight stay: Rhodes Town 

http://www.annahiking.nl/
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Day 9: Bike tour Symi or city walk Rhodes town (DRF-09) 

 

 

In Rhodes town you walk right into the middle ages: the impressive town from the Crusader’s 

time is wonderfully restored. You have all day to spend here. 

You may also book an excursion to the picturesque neighbouring islet Symi. On this tour 

you’ll visit both the Panormitis monastery in the south as the photogenic capital in the north. 

Sportsmen bring their bike to cycle back from south to north. 

distance: 25km 

altitude difference: 500m 

overnight stay: Rhodes Town 

Day 10: From Rhodes Town to Archangellos (DRF-10)  

 

 

The Rhodes trekking starts along the east coast. Points of interest along the way are the 

golden beach of Afandou, the Turkish baths of Kalithea and the Tsambika monastery (short 

but steep hiking path). In Archangellos village you’ll be warmly received by the owner of the 

family hotel. 

distance: 40km 

altitude difference: 400m 

overnight stay: Archangellos 
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Day 11: From Archangellos to Lindos and back (DRF-11) 

 

 

(profile one way; way back mirrored) 

Today you bike to Lindos. The famous white little town is splendidly situated on a double 

bay. The village consists of narrow alleys, covered in summer to keep away the heat. It’s a 

tourist attraction and very crowded in summer, but certainly worth a visit in low season. The 

little white houses and the bigger 16th -18th century captain’s mansions are a feast for the eye. 

The acropole is on 115m altitude above the village: you make stroll up or charter a donkey. 

From the acropole you’ll have a marvelous view over the bay. You’ll find Byzantine water 

reservoirs, St. John’s castle, a Hellenistic stoa and the temple of Athina Lindia. 

You cycle the same route back. You may also opt for the public bus forth and back. 

distance: 46km 

altitude difference: 150m 

overnight stay: Archangellos 

Day 12: From Archangellos to Embonas (DRF-12) 

 

 

Embonas is the next stage on your biking holiday, a mountain village on 850m altitude on the 

slopes of the Ataviros, Rhodes’ highest mountain. You’ll have splendid views over sea and 

some islets. This is the wine centre of Rhodes. There are several free wine tastings and a 

folklore museum. 

distance: 38km 

altitude difference: 450m 

overnight stay: Embonas 
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Day 13: From Embonas to Kalavarda (DRF-13) 

 

 

Via Kritinia castle you’ll cycle to Kalavarda. It’s a wonderful biking route right on the 

uninhabited coast. Kalavarda is a quiet village on the west coast, within a stone’s throw from 

ancient Kamiros, certainly worth a visit! 

Kamiros dates from the 6th century before Christ and is rebuilt in 226 after a devastating 

earthquake. During another earthquake in 142 the city was ruined again and left. In ancient 

times it was one of the three most important towns of Rhodes. 

distance: 33km 

altitude difference: 600m 

overnight stay: Kalavarda 

 

Day 14: Circular tour to the butterfly valley Petaloudes (DRF-14)  

 

 

On your last biking day you’ll make a circular tour along the cool butterfly valley Petaloudes 

(butterfly season June-September). The butterflies, a rare subspecies of the Jersey tiger, a 

nocturnal moth, sit in great numbers on trees and leaves. In the summer rest period they don’t 

eat; you may not disturb them, because flying up tires them and they won’t be able to 

reproduce later. 

distance: 35km 

altitude difference: 200m 

overnight stay: Kalavarda 

Day 15: Departure from Rhodes (DRF-15) 

Transfer to Rhodes airport. 
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